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BIOSECURITY INDUSTRY FUNDING SCHEMES 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.10 am]: I rise to inform 
the house — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I ask for some clear air in the chamber so that the minister can give his brief ministerial 
statement. There are conversations going on and I suggest to members who want to continue with those 
conversations that they take them outside the chamber. The minister has the call.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I rise to inform the house of a fundamental shift in the way the state approaches 
biosecurity. On 1 July the new biosecurity industry-funding schemes under the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007 came into effect. These schemes will enable livestock producers and grain growers to 
raise funds to respond to priority pests and disease threats. The schemes mean that the state’s farmers are now in 
control of their own destiny. When it comes to managing key biosecurity threats, they can decide what pests and 
diseases need to be tackled and they now have a mechanism in place to raise the funds to tackle them. The 
government believes that the best way to protect our agricultural industries and our environment from plant and 
animal pests is to prevent such pests from entering the state. If the management of pests and diseases mainly 
benefits an agricultural industry, the government believes that it is fair that that industry contribute to the costs. 
Giving our agriculture industries the means to tackle biosecurity issues that impact only on them allows the 
government to focus on priority areas, such as preventing pests and diseases from entering Western Australia by 
maintaining monitoring and surveillance at our ports, airports and borders.  

These schemes have been a long time coming and come from regulations under the Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act, which was passed in 2007. Not much had happened with the schemes when the new 
government was formed in September 2008. The Liberal–National government set a deadline to have the 
schemes in place by July, and I am very pleased to say that after a lot of hard work and consultation with 
industry that that deadline has been met. The schemes are overseen by a grains, seeds and hay committee, a 
sheep and goats committee and a cattle committee. The members of these committees were selected by their 
peers and are well respected within their industries. They are responsible for identifying which biosecurity 
threats require action, how best to deal with those threats and what contributions are needed from industry to 
tackle the problem.  

The committees have met and have determined their priority pests and the required funding arrangements. For 
example, the cattle committee has set a levy of 20c per carcass to fund surveillance programs for bovine Johne’s 
disease and enzootic bovine leucosis. The grains committee has set a 30c per tonne levy for the program that will 
control skeleton weed and eradicate three-horned bedstraw.  

One of the features of the industry funding schemes is that farmers have the choice to opt out if they do not wish 
to contribute to them. Opting out does not free them from their responsibility to manage biosecurity issues on 
their properties; rather, it means that they neither contribute to the schemes nor benefit from them. The number 
of farmers who choose to opt out of the schemes could be interpreted as a good indicator of the acceptance of the 
schemes and the government’s new approach. I am pleased to report that of the hundreds of farmers in Western 
Australia who come under these new arrangements, only 58 have chosen to opt out.  

I am confident that with the new industry funding schemes in place and the government’s continued commitment 
to broader biosecurity measures, the state’s farmers and the government can continue to work in partnership to 
protect our valuable agricultural industries and our precious environment.  
 


